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“SECOURS NATIONAL” 
ONTARIO BRANCH 


Letier to JOHN M. LYLE, ESO., 
Hon. Sec., Secours National, 
From MRS. A. M. PLUMPTRE, 
Hon. Sec. National Committee of Women for Patriotic Service. 

DEAR Mr. LYLE:— 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 29th ult, in regard to the Secours National, and 
with your information as to the branches of the Secours National in Canada. 

I think you will be interested to know that the Canadian Red Cross Society depét in Paris is actually 
in direct co-operation with the Secours National in Paris, so that the Canadian Red Cross Society and the 


Secours National should certainly co-operate very closely here. 
Yours sincerely, 
Miso a. MM. PLUMETRE. 


Secretary. 


Cablegram to CANADIAN RED CROSS, TORONTO, 
From PHILIPPE. ROY, 
Commissioner General for Canada. 
The Canadian Red Cross, Toronto, have received the following from Paris: 
Pray use your influence in Toronto with the Canadian Secours National to continue their 
assistance as its help is most valued and greatly appreciated and needed. 
PHILIPPE ROY, 


General Commissioner for Canada. 
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“SECOURS NATIONAL” 
ONTARIO BRANCH 


Letter from WILLIAM H. PRICE, M.P.P., 
To SIR GLENHOLME FALCONBRIDGE. 


60 Victoria Street, 
Toronto, September 30th, 1915. 


DEAR SIR GLENHOLME :— 


I had the pleasure, when in Paris, of visiting the large and commodious store rooms 
and offices of the “Comité du Secours National.’”’ Mr. P. Roy, our able and courteous 
representative in Paris, accompanied me, and we spent a very interesting morning with 
Mr. Jaray. I was greatly surprised at the amount of supplies contained in this large 
building. Their process of receiving, unpacking and storing is as follows: They have a 
very large open room where the boxes coming from Toronto, Montreal, Hamilton and other 
parts of Canada, and of the United States as well, are unpacked. The contents are then 
very carefully sorted, and after being looked over by the attendants, are piled in separate 
receptacles and eventually put into packages so many articles in a package. These pack- 
ages are then tabulated, and the tabulations kept in exposed places in front of the extensive 
shelving covering the walls of the various rooms of the Departments. When shipments are 
made to a certain section of the country, or to a certain town or city, another tabulation 
is used which keeps track of just how much that section of the country has received. The 
Inspectors from time to time bring in reports showing the need of assistance in various 


centres near the firing line and throughout France. I cannot tell you how much they 


appreciate what your Committee in Toronto has done. The extensive shipments from 


Canada, and the work the various committees have done in Canada, has only been second 


to what our troops have done in the firing line in formulating public opinion regarding 


Canada and the Canadians. Canada and Canadians stand very, very high in France 


to-day. Your Committee will have the supreme satisfaction of knowing that while you 


have been doing good work and relieving much distress, you have also been building up in 


France a favorable public opinion that will help us very much in trade and business at the 


conclusion of the war. 


As a proof that this is so, I am enclosing you a letter received from Mr. Roy wherein 
he confirms a suggestion made to me along the following lines. There are thousands and 


thousands of French peasants homeless, and the only movement so far taken to relieve 


their distress has been that of the Society of Friends, who have voluntarily sent 


ant \> 


from England a number of carpenters and builders to build the peasants small houses or 
shacks. It occurred to us, on consultation, that probably Canada could provide from 
25,000 to 50,000 of these houses all ready made. The French Committee would pay for 
the houses, say $100 or such other reasonable sum per house, and our authorities here, or 
your Committee, would probably feel like paying transportation charges. It seemed to 
me a large enough matter to bring to your attention. It would mean an order in Canada 
of probably $500,000, and it would be a great help to the homeless in France. If I can be 


of any service to you in this matter, please advise me. 
Yours faithfully, 
WILLIAM H. PRICE. 
Hon. Sir GLENHOLME FALCONBRIDGE, 


Secours National, 
51 King St. W., Toronto. 


NOTE. 
The Toronto branch of the Secours National are now building a sample three room 


portable house which, if transportation can be arranged for, will be delivered in France at 


a cost of one hundred dollars. 


“SECOURS NATIONAL” 
ONTARIO BRANCH 


Letter from PHILIPPE ROY, 


General Commissioner for Canada, 


fo WILLIAM, H. PRICE, M:P.P. 


17 and 19 Boulevard des Capucines, 
Paris, September 2nd, 1915. 


DEAR Mr. PRICE: 


As agreed at the time of your visit to Paris, I take the liberty of sending you a report 
on the scheme which the ‘‘Comité du Secours National” of France has in view to provide 
temporary shelter to the population of the districts which have been devastated by the 


Germans. 


At the time of a recent visit which I have been able to make myself to the front, between 
Rheims and Luneville, I have been able to ascertain the awful position in which the passage 
of the enemy over French territory has left the population of the cities destroyed. In 
most of these cities, towns and villages the Germans have systematically burnt all the 


houses and left the inhabitants in the most pitiable situation. 


From a material, as well as a moral, standpoint it is of the utmost importance to act 
promptly, in order to permit the residents of these centres to return to their districts and 
build up their homes. The “Comité du Secours National,” in conjunction with the depart- 
mental authorities in the North and East of France, have examined the problem and asked 
themselves if they could not find in Canada portable houses at a price sufficiently low to 
allow the purchase of several thousands. 

Could you not, dear Mr. Price, upon your return to Canada, examine this question 
with a few of your friends and let us know at the earliest possible date the result of your 
inquiry in this connection? You will recall that the General Secretary of the “Comité du 
Secours National,’’ Mr. Jaray, laid his views before us, and even told us that if ready-made 
houses of this kind could be secured in Canada for 500 francs, provided the cost of trans- 
portation was not too high, he believed that the “Comité du Secours National’’ and the 
authorities of the French Departments would probably order from 25,000 to 50,000. 
Naturally, this is not official and definite, but these figures will show you the importance 
of the scheme which we have in view. 

I count upon you to carry this matter to a satisfactory conclusion, as I know that 


your recent visit to France has inspired you with great sympathy, which will induce you 


} 


to join us in tendering to France the assistance of which she is in such need to continue the 
formidable effort which is supporting for over a year to throw the enemy out of her 
territory, and force the two Central Empires to accept a peace which will assure to the 


whole world the security and calm which it so greatly requires. 


I will keep an excellent remembrance of your stay in Paris, and I have been really 
very happy to have been in a position to show you the admirable work which the ‘‘Comité 
du Secours National’’ of France has been able to accomplish during the last year, thanks 
to the generosity of your committees in Toronto, Montreal, and of Canadians in general. 


The French nation knows all that has been done in Canada to come to its assistance, and 


you may rest assured that it will never forget it. 
Yours faithfully, 
PHILIPPE (ROY; 


General Commissioner for Canada. 


WILLIAM H. Price, Eso., M.L.A., 
Royal Automobile Club, 


London, England. 


November Sth, 1974 
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Fonorary ry, Secours National, 


51 Kins Street Rest, Toronto, 


Deer Vr. Lyle: 
Veny thanks for your enclosures with regard to 
the work of the Secours National. }] will trins the matter 


President. 


ATONE, 


SECOURS NATIONAL 


ONTARIO BRANCH 
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Extracts of letters will 
be read at the meeting,showing the deen appreciation of 
the French people of what we, in Ontario, are doing to 
help relieve the suffering in France, 
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